
 Shepherd's Staff 

The 2019 Phoenix Seminary Graduating Class. Eight 
graduates are not pictured. 

Commencement 2019 was a Grand
Celebration

Friday, May 10, 2019, at 11:15 am – The 2019 class 
of 42 students graduated from Phoenix Seminary.  Each 
is pursuing God’s call on their life.  Some will pursue 
future studies while working.  Others will focus on full-
time service.  Following are quotes from some of the 
students.  You will note that scholarship aid was 
important to many, enabling them to graduate without 
debt.  David Arnold, Senior Pastor of City Bible Church 
in Bullhead City, Arizona received his Doctor of Ministry.  
There were 10 Master of Divinity, eight Master of Arts in 
Counseling, nine Master of Arts in Biblical and 
Theological Studies, one Master of Arts in Biblical 
Leadership, 16 Master of Arts in Ministry and two 
Graduate Diplomas. 

Kirsten Snarey, Master of Arts in Ministry 
“I work with women and community groups at North 
Bible Church.  I have been on a President’s scholarship 
and a church grant and am graduating without debt.  
Seminary has taught me that the more I learn, the more I 
have to learn.” 

Philip Hoshiwara, Master of Divinity (spoke to the 
Graduates) 
“Six years ago, I was working in Thailand.  In July we will 
return to Central Thailand.  I was a KUNS Scholar.  My 
training here has prepared and equipped me to now for 
eternity.  I go back to Thailand more conscious of our 
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Dear Friends of Phoenix Seminary: 
You have been so faithful to Phoenix Seminary.  

Your support is reaping Kingdom rewards.  For 
some time, I have wanted to keep you informed on 
a regular basis regarding how God is using your 
prayers and your investments here at Phoenix 
Seminary.  To that end, we are starting a quarterly 
newsletter to keep you up to date on seminary 
progress.  

You are helping to transform the world.  On May 
10th another 42 men and women graduated from 
Phoenix Seminary.  They are or will be serving from 
Arizona to Washington. DC, to Africa and Thailand. 

Last year we prayed for students and had the 
largest student body ever – 249 students with 
incoming students (72) nearly doubled from Fall 
2017.   We’ve had over 300 inquiries into our 

programs.  
We continue to be one of the few seminaries 

that believes in the authority of the Bible.  We could 
not be advancing and standing strong for God 
without your partnership.  You have made possible 
a new campus facility, attended by an outstanding 
faculty, a rigorous curriculum, and an eager and 
committed student body.  Your support in 
scholarships is enabling students to graduate 
without debt which frees them to serve wherever 
God leads them. 

The Shepherd’s Staff will be emailed out 
quarterly.  If you wish to receive a paper copy of the 
newsletter, contact the Editor, Shepherd’s Staff at 
Phoenix Seminary by mail or by email – 
shepherdsstaff@ps.edu.  

A dream becomes an inspiring opportunity as 
it’s nurtured into reality.  Moving forward together on 
this journey, I am your grateful partner in this 
adventure.

Darryl L. Delhousaye, DMin 
President and Chancellor 

Future Dates 
August 17- New Student Orientation 
September 12 - Chancellor’s Class – Begins  
October 21- Annual Community Breakfast (Omni 
Montelucia) 
October 28-November 9th: Israel Tour 
February 21 & 22 Text & Canon Conference 
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insufficiency.  It has prepared me to be in this world 
while not loving my life in this world.”  

Johnny Martinez, Master of Divinity 
“I am part of a team who are planting a church in NW 
Peoria.  New Life Community is the sending church, 
along with Associated Related Churches (ARC).  
Without my scholarship, over 80%, I would not have 
been able to graduate.  As it is, I am graduating with no 
debt.  This frees us to do this ministry.  Seminary for me 
was transforming.  I began as one person and came out 
another. It has impacted every area of my life – 
marriage, finances and ministry.” 

Troy Wilkinson, Master of Arts in Ministry 
“When I began seminary, I was on a partial scholarship 
and have been on a full scholarship for the past year.  
The benefit of the scholarship has been huge, 
enormous.  I couldn’t be doing schooling without the aid. 
I work fulltime in landscape construction installation and 
am Associate Pastor of Life Path Church and going to 
school full time.  I have the Bellview Heights 
Scholarship.  I will finish in six more years since I plan to 
get an MDiv and then a doctorate.  I juggle life with 
school which has been demanding, but my professors 
have worked with me when challenges arose.  My walk 
with God has grown.” 

Britt Short, Master of Divinity; and Randy Short, Master 
of Divinity 
Randy, Executive Pastor at Christ Bible Church, enrolled 
to get his MDiv and learned about the Partners in 
Ministry Program which enabled Britt to get her MDiv. 
Randy was on scholarships and worked at the Seminary, 
letting them graduate without debt.  

Brandon Johnson, Master of Divinity 
“I am retired military and was able to attend on the GI 
Bill.  I have grown spiritually while here.  Going forward I 
plan to be a pastor wherever God leads.” 

Gary Lauterbach, Graduate diploma, Biblical and 
Theological Studies 
“After 40 years in the healthcare field and at God’s 
calling, I felt called to formal training to do chaplaincy 
work through the local church and / or in a hospital.  I am 
used to being in an intense environment and want to 
minister to the sick and dying.  After completing my first 
24 hours, I will continue at the seminary to get the 
Master of Arts in Counseling degree.  This will enable 
me to use gifts God has given me and to finish this life 
well.” 

Dr. Ball congratulates Caleb Curtisi. 

Scott Summers, Master of Arts in Ministry 
“I was a full-time student on scholarship, married with 
three children, and working full time as a youth pastor at 
Shiloh Community Church. I love working with the high 
school kids.  We are working with 30 to 40 students.  I 
came to Phoenix Seminary with a lack of confidence.  I 
was in a pastoral job prior to seminary.  I have gained
confidence as a person in teaching and leading youth.  I 
have a real appreciation for the faculty, their prayers for
me and personal mentorship.  Because of the
scholarship I am graduating with a minimal $2,000 debt.” 

Tracy Steel, Master of Divinity 
“I initially enrolled in 2003 while working in youth ministry 
at Scottsdale Bible Church.  In 2008 I married a Lt. Col. 
In the Air Force and we moved to Washington, DC.  The 
on-line program enabled me to complete my degree.  
Seminary re-designed my life and has given me a richer, 
deeper love for God, and it helps me help others develop 
a richer, deeper walk with God.  My ministry is blogging, 
writing books and public speaking.”  (Tracy was one of 
the graduates who spoke.) 

Eric Wildgen, Master of Divinity 
‘I had the KUNS scholarship for missionaries.  I have 
been in Africa and am going back to teach at a Seminary 
in Africa.” 

Danielle Carpenter, Master of Divinity 
‘It took me five years to get my degree.  I heard about 
Phoenix Seminary at a seminary fair at Calvary Baptist 
Church in Southern California.  Acquiring debt in school 
was not an option for me. So, receiving a scholarship 
from Phoenix Seminary made it possible for me to 
attend.  I had the scholarship during the first half of my 
schooling and during the second half, I worked full-time 
at the Seminary as Student development Assistant and 
as Assistant to the Dean of Students.  I met my husband 
in here and he will graduate in 2020 and is on 
scholarship.  The mentorship of my professors helped 
me learn how to do ministry, how to be married and how 
to effectively work in a church.” 



What is the new Spiritual Formation 
Emphasis in the Master of Divinity? 

This year Phoenix Seminary added Spiritual 
Formation as an emphasis in the Master of Divinity 
Program.  Today many Christians are afraid or reluctant 
to let go of control to God and so while they are saved, 
they are living the Christian life in their own power 
instead of in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Spiritual 
Formation, under the direction of Dr. John DelHousaye, 
addresses this critical situation. 

Question 1: What is the goal or emphasis of the Spiritual 
Formation Program? 
Dr. John Delhousaye: “The goal of the Spiritual 
Formation program is to equip students with the history 
and means in which the church has nurtured the maturity 
of her members into the fullness of Christ. We 
emphasize the ministry of the Holy Spirit, the atonement 
of the Son, and the sovereign will of the Father. We are 
saved by grace, but Paul also calls us “to work out our 
salvation,” which can take the form of a “rule of life,” 
where we invest time and energy, and disciplines like 
prayer, meditation on Scripture, and spiritual direction.”   

Question 2: For what type of career does this program 
prepare students? 
Dr. John Delhousaye: “The well-respected pastor 
Eugene Peterson encourages pastors to return to their 
primary roles of prayer, meditation on Scripture, and 
shepherding the flock, which he calls “spiritual direction.” 
For this reason, it is an emphasis in the Master of 
Divinity degree, which trains students for pastoral 
ministry. The program also helps to prepare students to 
become spiritual directors for the broader Christian 
community.”  

Question 3: When so few seminaries offer this type of 
program, why is it significant that Phoenix Seminary has 
added the Spiritual Formation Program? 
Dr. John Delhousaye: “The Association of Theological 
Schools, our national accrediting body, encourages 
seminaries to focus on formation as a way of remaining 
relevant to the needs of the church in the twenty-first 
century. The primary theological question today is not 
“Who” or “What is God?” but “Where is God?” People 
are seeking awareness of God’s presence in their 
everyday life. An analogy I use is the difference between 
an astronomer and astronaut. An astronomer knows 
many things about the moon, but the astronaut has 
walked on the moon and therefore knows the moon in a 
more intimate way. To encourage a personal relationship 
with Jesus Christ is to return to the earliest mode of 
discipleship in the church, which encouraged full 
immersion into the life of Christ.”   

New at Phoenix Seminary 
A new fellowship in the Text & Canon Institute has

been awarded for Fall 2019 for a student pursuing a ThM
degree. This is a one-year mentoring program and a
scholarship up to $10,000 will be awarded to a student in 
the Phoenix Seminary ThM program who intends to 
pursue doctoral studies in Old or New Testament textual 
criticism, canon studies, or ancillary disciplines. 

Facts we thought you would like to know: 
What has changed with the move to the 
Shea Campus? 

Since the move, enrollment has increased by 
nearly 30% over the first 18 months in the new campus. 
Over 150 prospective students have visited the Shea 
campus during the first 18 months.  Fall 2018 saw the 
number of students increase from 199 at the Thomas 
campus to 249 at Shea.  New student enrollment nearly 
doubled from the previous year. 

Fall 2018 saw a 14% increase in credit hours over 
the previous years due to Phoenix Seminary’s 
scholarship offerings, which require students to register 
for at least six credit hours per semester to receive a 
50% or 25% discount on their tuition.  In addition, the 
Master of Theology degree was added.  Fall 2018 saw a 
total of 288 students with 249 students taking classes for 
credit and 39 non-credit students.  Of the 69 new 
students, 60 were credit students, seeking degrees. 

Nearly 50% of our students are graduates of 
universities based in Arizona, with the highest 
concentrations coming from Arizona State University, 
Arizona Christian University, Grand Canyon University 
and the University of Arizona. 

Our student population continues to represent a 
broad distribution of churches and denominations.  Fall 
2018’s population of 249 credit students span 18 
denominations and 144 churches (an increase of 9 
churches from Fall 2017).  Of the denominations 
represented, 134 students were from non-denominational 
churches.  Denominations included Anglican, Baptist, 
Lutheran, Mennonite, Presbyterian (both USA and PCA), 
Reformed, Seventh Day Adventist, United Methodist, 
Assemblies of God, Charismatic, and Pentecostal. 

The average age of students is 39 with the student 
body getting younger.  The two groups that are 
increasing in size are those students 20-29 and those 
over 60.  The oldest student is 75 and the youngest is 
21. The average median age of students has gone from 
45 in 2016 to 39 in 2018.  The number of African 
American, Asian, Native American and Hispanic 
students grew significantly from 2016 to 2018 with the 
number of African American and Hispanic student 
groups increasing the most.

Search for Next President 
The Board of Directors has retained CarterBaldwin 

Executive Search to oversee the process for the 
selection of the next president of Phoenix 
Seminary.  An 11-member committee, appointed by 
the board, has prayerfully completed a number of 
steps in the process, including the development of a 
position profile and recruiting a pool of 
candidates.  Others can support this effort by praying 
with us as we seek the Lord’s will for this decision and 
designating gifts above and beyond their regular 
giving toward the cost of the search process. 

Gary Damore, Board Chair 
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Faculty Out and About 
Dr. Justin Smith, Professor and Director of the 
Counseling Program, spoke at the Christians in Social 
Work mini-conference on child abuse and neglect and 
later participated in a symposium on incorporating 
integration in master’s programs, part of the 2019 CAPS 
Conference in Dallas, Texas from March 21-23.  The 
theme of this year’s conference was “Transformed: 
Emerging Trends in Training and Practice.” 

Dr. John Meade, Text and Canon Institute - This 
summer, Dr. Meade will be on a panel in England at 
Oxford to discuss the topic of “Early Christians and the 
Books at the Edges of the Canon” as part of the 
International Conference on Patristic Studies, August 
19–24.  This conference is held once every 4 years to 
promote top-tier, international scholarship.   

Meade has been selected to present a paper entitled 
“Origen and the Disputed Books: A Reappraisal of the 
Evidence for an Origenic Recension of Books Outside 
the Hebrew Canon.” (Origen was an early theologian 
who lived from 184 AD to 253 AD) This paper surveys 
the evidence of his writings and their impact on the 
Christians of that time.  

Special Events 
MayDay Symposium 

On May 18, 2019, Phoenix Seminary partnered with 
the Love and Transformation Institute to host the 
Mayday Symposium on “The Epidemic Rise of Anxiety 
Depression and Suicide.”  Held in a packed Chapel from 
8 am to 4 pm, the goal was to address the epidemic of 
anxiety, depression, and suicide from a theological, 
practical, and clinical perspective, offering clear, specific, 
and strategic solutions. 

Dr. Darryl DelHousaye, Chancellor and acting 
President, said “We hope this pivotal event will be the 
genesis of something good in our city to bring hope and 
healing to those in our community who are struggling. 

Featured keynote presentations from Dr. JP 
Moreland, Christian apologist and Dr. Tim Jennings, 
Christian Psychiatrist and author of the groundbreaking 
book The God-Shaped Brain.  

Attendees came  from the counseling/ services 
community along with friends and family members of 
those who struggle with anxiety, depression and suicidal 
thoughts and actions.   

 Faculty on the Move 
On April 15, 2019 the Phoenix Seminary Board 
Approved the following New Faculty and Staff 
Promotions. 

Dr. Brian Arnold has been appointed as Academic 
Dean. Dr. Arnold has served as Assistant Professor of 
Systematic Theology and Church History since 2015, 
and he has been the Program Director for the MA (BTS) 
and ThM degrees since 2018. 

Dr. Josh Anderson has also accepted an appointment 
as Director of the Doctor of Ministry (DMin.) program. 
Our current Director, Dr. Bryan Fergus, will step down at 
the end of this academic year due to an expansion in his 
pastoral responsibilities.  Dr. Anderson, who holds the 
Master of Divinity (MDiv. and DMin.) from Phoenix 
Seminary, is a gifted administrator and will officially 
assume this new role on July 1, 2019. 

Dr. John DelHousaye was promoted to full Professor of 
New Testament and Spiritual Formation.  

Dr. Justin Smith was promoted to full Professor of 
Counseling and will continue as Director of the 
Counseling Program. 

Great Report from the Good Friday Breakfast 2019! 
The Good Friday Breakfast was a spiritual 

celebration from the Point of Grace concert to Dr. 
DelHousaye’s comments.  Approximately 325 people 
attended the event, held at the Embassy Suites in 
Scottsdale, Arizona on Friday, April 19 from 8 to 10 am.  
The breakfast was sponsored by the Women of 
Momentum (WOM), a support group to the seminary.   

As in the past,  Women of Momentum use a portion 
of the money raised on Good Friday for the Women of 
Momentum Scholarship Fund to cover scholarships for 
10 recipients.  We increase the number of students as 
additional funds are directed specifically to the Women 
of Momentum Scholarship Fund.”   
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