
2019-21 Degree Program Purposes and 
Student Learning Outcomes Summary 

Master of Divinity 
Purpose:  The Master of Divinity degree is designed to equip students for professional, vocational ministry 
in church and para-church settings.  This may include a broad range of occupations, including the pastorate, 
intercultural service, Christian leadership, pastoral counseling, chaplaincy, evangelism, and youth ministry.  
In many churches and denominations, the M.Div. degree has been recommended for those preparing for 
ordination.  It can also provide the academic basis for the D.Min., Th.M. or Ph.D. degrees. 

Student Learning Outcomes: 
Each graduate of the Master of Divinity degree program should be able to: 
1. Know and apply Scripture using proper hermeneutical principles.
2. Articulate sound doctrine according to historic Christian orthodoxy.
3. Explain how to shepherd people with biblical wisdom, compassion and justice.
4. Demonstrate healthy relationships with God and neighbor.

Master of Arts (Biblical and Theological Studies) 
Purpose: The Master of Arts (Biblical and Theological Studies) is available 100% online or in our traditional 
campus setting. The flexibility this degree provides is ideal for students currently serving in churches or 
parachurch organizations, allowing them to obtain graduate Biblical and Theological education while 
learning practical ministry skills in their current church or parachurch ministry contexts. Because students 
have the option to complete a thesis, this degree may be used as the academic foundation needed to 
continue in a Ph.D. program. This degree is also an ideal option for those in secular vocations who want to 
do graduate studies in Bible and Theology.  

Student Learning Outcomes: 
Each graduate of the Master of Arts (Biblical and Theological Studies) degree program should be able to: 
1. Know and apply Scripture using proper hermeneutical principles.
2. Articulate sound doctrine according to historic Christian orthodoxy.
3. Demonstrate competency in research skills for academic study of the Scriptures and Christian theology.

Master of Arts in Counseling 
Purpose:  The Master of Arts program is designed to equip students for a professional vocation as licensed 
counselors.  This may include employment in a range of settings including churches, para-church ministries, 
and inpatient, outpatient, and in-home mental health agencies.  It can also provide the academic basis for 
doctoral training. 

Student Learning Outcomes: 
Each graduate of the Master of Arts in Counseling degree program should be able to: 
1. Understand Scripture according to Christian orthodoxy.
2. Articulate fundamental counseling theories, techniques and research.
3. Apply counseling interventions with skill and compassion.
4. Produce scholarly work utilizing current research.
5. Demonstrate healthy relationships with God and others.
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Master of Arts in Ministry 
Purpose:  The Master of Arts in Ministry prepares students for Christian ministry other than 
pulpit/preaching ministries.  It specifically equips students for a variety of professional church and para-
church ministries or as church lay leaders.  It is expressly not designed to prepare students academically for 
doctoral studies or for ordination in those churches that require the M.Div. degree. 

Student Learning Outcomes: 
Each graduate of the Master of Arts in Ministry degree program should be able to: 
1. Know and apply Scripture using proper hermeneutical principles.
2. Articulate sound doctrine according to historic Christian orthodoxy.
3. Demonstrate ministry competency in an applied setting.
4. Demonstrate healthy relationships with God and neighbor.

Master of Theology 
Purpose:  The Master of Theology is an advanced post-graduate degree intended to prepare students with 
the knowledge and research skills required for in-depth study of the Bible. Designed for those with an MDiv 
who want additional, focused training in a single discipline, Students will have the opportunity to grow in 
their use of Hebrew and Greek, as well as advance their understanding of biblical theology and current 
trends in biblical studies. Classified with research doctorates, the Th.M. is often an important stepping stone 
to the Ph.D. degree.  

Student Learning Outcomes: 
Each graduate of the Master of Theology degree program should be able to: 
1. Demonstrate advanced proficiency in scriptural exegesis, primarily in biblical languages.
2. Demonstrate a familiarity with the scholarship in biblical studies.
3. Demonstrate advanced research and writing capabilities by interacting in-depth with primary and

secondary literature and communicating their research effectively.

Doctor of Ministry 
Purpose:  The Doctor of Ministry degree program is to prepare students currently in vocational ministry 
with the highest level of expertise in the biblical and theological application of God’s truth to their 
contextual ministry setting in the church and para-church. The Ph.D. degree, by comparison, purposes 
primarily to equip students to engage in scholarly research and teaching.  

Student Learning Outcomes: 
Each graduate of the Doctor of Ministry degree program should be able to: 
1. Produce biblical and theological solutions to challenges in ministry culture.
2. Demonstrate advanced ministry knowledge in at least one of four areas of ministry: Preaching and

Teaching, Ministry Leadership, Pastoral Care and Christian Formation.
3. Exercise library and research skills appropriate for increasing ministerial competence.

Graduate Diploma 
Purpose:  The Graduate Diploma program provides foundational biblical education for those in support 
roles or non-vocational ministries. It is ideal for leaders and lay leaders who are seeking to improve their 
understanding of Scripture.  It is not intended for those in vocational pastoral or teaching ministries.  

Student Learning Outcomes: 
Each graduate of the Graduate Diploma program should be able to: 
1. Articulate important biblical themes.
2. Articulate key theological concepts.
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